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The Apostle Paul had suffered horrible trials and tribulation while 
traveling through Asia, so bad in fact that he stated in 2nd Corinthians 
1:8b, “we despaired even of life.” 


In writing of God's sustaining grace concerning the poet William Cowper, Joseph 
Larson said... 


Trials can make life seem not worth living. Paul said in 2nd Corinthians 1:9, “But 
we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, 
but in God which raiseth the dead.” In other words, Paul says, “We felt as if we 
were under a death sentence and all hope was gone. But we suffered so that we 
would stop trusting ourselves and learn to trust God, Who raises the dead.” 


God will oftentimes bring a Christian to the point in life where there is no direction 
to look except up, to where all we have left is our faith. When all you have is God, 





God is all you need. God brought the Apostle Paul to the point where he even 
despaired life itself, so that Paul would learn to trust completely in God. 


(lots of helpful resources for the hurting 
soul) 


(a beautiful MP3 sermon by Pastor Jack 
Hyles) 


(encouraging MP3 sermons by Dr. Jack Hyles, 
1926-2001) 





